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Advancement of Optical Communication Technology —— by Mitsuaki Nishie —— Many countries and regions all over
the world have turned into information societies, where significant volume of data is transmitted ubiquitously.
Communication infrastructure that supports these information societies is largely depending on optical and wireless
communication technologies. Optical transmission technology in particular is playing an important role in various
applications including public communication systems, local area networks, FTTx networks, computer peripheral
devices and mobile information systems. In line with this, optical data links, core parts for optical communication
systems, are also expanding their application fields. This paper describes the current status of optical data links and

the movement toward standardization in various application fields.
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